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preliminary statements, are too important to the practitioner to be 
passed^ without comment. Of information in which many text-books 
are still deficient, organotherapy and serum therapy may be cited as 
satisfactory in quantity and value of statements contained. The ques- 
w The Relation of Physical Chemistry to Pharmacology 
and Therapeutics,” has been intrusted to Dr. Martin H. Fisher, who 
has developed it in a little over eight pages. As a well-arranged, 
classified, and comprehensive treatise on materia medica and thera¬ 
peutics and some cognate subjects of importance to students, written in 
a clear and convincing style, we commend this as we have the other 
editions. The many items^ in which we noted improvements over its 
predecessors verify the claim of its thorough revision, and in this the 
valuable assistance of Dr. Smith Ely Jelliffe is acknowledged by the 
author. We congratulate the author on the realization of his desire 
to make the fourth in every way worthy of the success of the earlier 
editions. 


Physical Diagnosis : Diseases of the Thoracic and Abdominal 
Organs. By Egbert Le Fevre. Philadelphia and New York: Lea 
Brothers & Co., 1902. . . 

A book, we think, of permanent utility to the student and practitioner 
of medicine has appeared in Le Fevre’s Physical Diagnosis. It is one 
of the best works of its size upon this subject we have as yet seen. 

Recognizing the necessity of a thorough understanding of those factors 
to which the production of physical signs are due, in order that the 
facts elicited may be properly interpreted, the author has spared no 
pains in showing their basis and underlying principles, and has illus¬ 
trated the subject with numerous original cuts and photographs. In 
addition to the usual subjects treated of in the text-books of this char¬ 
acter, there is appended a chapter on Examination by Means of the 
X-raya method of diagnosis which has proved of such substantial 
value in many otherwise obscure conditions that the subject can no 
longer be ignored in up-to-date medical books. 

Considering that the work is in its first edition there are but few 
typographical errors, and while exception might be taken to some state¬ 
ments made in it, yet on the whole the volume may be heartily indorsed 
as a valuable addition to the library of the practitioner or student. 

G. W. N. 


Saunders’ Question Compends, No. 25. Essentials of Histology. By 
Louis Leroy, B.S., M.D., Professor of Histology and Pathology in Van¬ 
derbilt University, Medical and Dental Departments, etc. Second edition, 
revised and enlarged. Pp. 263, with 92 illustrations. Philadelphia and 
London: Wm. B. Saunders & Co., 1902. 

A second edition within a short period would indicate that this book 
meets and supplies a demand. The text is a concise and in the main 
accurate epitome of the subject, yet not so concise as to lose in clear- 
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ness. The new photomicrographs are a valuable addition to the book, 
and it is to be hoped that they will stimulate the author, in the event 
of further editions, to replace or improve the original sketches which 
appear crude in contrast. . F. P. G. 


A Text-book of Anatomy, by American Authors. Edited by Fred¬ 
eric Henry Gerrish, M.D., Professor of Anatomy in the Medical School 
of Maine, Bowdoin College. Second edition, revised and enlarged. Phila¬ 
delphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co., 1902. 

The first edition of this work won for it a place among the very best 
of our general descriptive anatomies. This second edition shows a 
number of improvements over the first, particularly the chapter on 
osteology, to which has been added a number of excellent colored 
drawings, and the six contributors are to be congratulated on this 
excellent volume. One fact strikes the reader throughout, and that 13 
that the book is written to teach. It is not composed of a mass of dry 
facts monotonously set forth, but the subjects are each made as interest¬ 
ing and comprehensive as possible. An excellent introductory chapter 
of twenty pages by Gerrish gives the student an idea of what anatomy 
is, and bow it should be studied. Every student should read repeatedly 
the author’s instructions regarding the method of study. It is this which 
is most essential, and which is most usually wanting in medical students. 
Another feature of this book which appeals strongly to us is the great 
number of excellent illustrations. What the student needs in studying 
anatomy in the absence of the cadaver is pictures and diagrams, which 
help him to comprehend and remember what he reads. In this respect 
we feel that the work before ub surpasses any other with which we are 
acquainted. 

The nervous system, always a difficult subject for the student, is set 
forth in the clearest and simplest manner, and beautifully and thoroughly 
illustrated. One of the closing chapters deals with relational anatomy, 
and is illustrated by a number of cross-sections of different portions of 
the body and photographs showing surface markings. At the end of the 
volume, also, are to be found a dozen skiagraphs showing the normal 
osseous system. 

In bis preface the editor thanks his publishers for their “ remarkable 
liberality” in the matter of illustrations. Certainly they have been 
liberal; but, as we have said before, this matter is Bucn an important one 
• in a book of this nature that we feel the publishers have shown discre¬ 
tion as well as liberality. 

In closing this review we feel that we can recommend this text-book 
of anatomy by American authors as probably the most generally satis¬ 
factory book of its kind and size published in recent years. J. H. G. 



